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The simple beauty of Zen haiku poetry illuminated by 26 masterful collages and letters that reveal

their profound meaning to all ages.
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In this handsome, sometimes arresting work, each letter of the alphabet is paired with a word or

phrase central to Zen beliefs and accompanied by either a prose or verse fragment from Zen

literature as well as a painted collage. The collages, each framed in a decorative border, incorporate

a range of styles and elements, including such icons as the lotus blossom and the rising sun;

realistic, almost photographic, figures and landscapes; the busy yet delicate patterns of kimono

fabric; and animals sketched in the near-cartoony lines found in some contemporary Oriental art.

The letters themselves are pen-and-ink renderings that pick up elements from the larger

illustrations. But the book falls short of its stated claim of "helping make accessible the world of

Zen." To the uninitiated--and to children especially--the unconnected textual fragments will be

cryptic and elusive; their relation to the featured words is often unclear. Of interest primarily to those

with a grounding in Zen. All ages. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Mother-daughter team Amy Zerner and Jessie Spicer Zerner have compiled a collection of classical

and contemporary haiku and poetry to accompany their lavishly illustrated, illuminated alphabet in

ZEN ABC. Meant to be a children's book, ZEN ABC - though perfect for little ones - is beautiful and

contains enough classical, traditional, and contemporary material to appeal to all ages. A lot of



aunts and uncles who give this book to treasured youngsters will probably be seen going back into

the children's section for a personal copy to keep. And who can blame them? The jewel- toned

illustrations are imaginative and down-right gorgeous. The correlations of letters and what they

stand for has an appealing quality too... "...N is for Nirvana...O is for One Mind...Z is for Zen..." This

is the perfect way to introduce children to the alphabet and Zen concepts as well. ZEN ABC is a

book to be read, re-read, treasured, displayed, and celebrated. Suggest that your customers buy

two copies and save themself a return trip to the store. -- New Age Retailer, September 1993

The book has beautiful pictures and poems, but tends to be a little much for younger children.

Maybe better for kids older than 6 years.
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